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Congress is strong enough to ignore them and to act regardless of them, It is
obvious, however, that affiliation with the Third International is largely a
gesture because under the present circumstances it is not easy for us, with
various Government restrictions, to develop contact with the Communist
International, There is another difficulty that I feel. Personally, I am a strong
admirer of the general trend of policy "in Russia. Soviet Russia to-day, in
spite of heavy blunders and many sins,-"holds out the bright promise of a
better day to the world at large and to the worker specially, more than any
other country. The great experiment has Already succeeded in some measure
and it would be a tragedy if anything happened which interfered with it or
put a stop to it. With all rny sympathy for the Communist view point, however,
I must confess that I do not appreciate many of their methods. The history of
the past few years in China and else-where has shown that these methods have
failed and often brought reaction in their train. To affiliate with the Third
International must mean an adoption of their methods in their entirety. I do
not think this is desirable for us and I would therefore respectfully recommend
to this Congress not to affiliate itself to either International This does not of
course mean that we should not develop contacts with them whenever desirable.
Round-Table Conference.
Recently, we have had a new diversion, The Labour Government has offered
some kind of a conference at some time or other, to discuss something connected
with India's future constitution, In spite of the vagueness of everything in
this announcement it created some excitement, which is rapidly cooling as
subsequent events have revealed the true inwardness of the situation. I shall
have something to say about this in another place a few weeks hence and I shall
content myself here with some brief remarks. Those of us who stood by indepen-
dence stand by it still. We do so not because we want isolation from other
countries, but because we want the freedom to change the structure under
which the worker is exploited. The Labour movement is above all international,
It seeks to build society on a co-operative basis not only in the national, but
also in the wider international sphere. And political freedom means nothing
to it if the present exploitation is to continue. That position it cannot give
up and no individuals have the right to compromise it. And by that position
those who stand by independence stand to-day and nothing that has happened
has made any difference to it. The time is fast approaching when our profes-
sions will be put to the test of action and suffering. And the measure of your
earnestness and your desire for real freedom will be the measure of the deeds
that you can do and not the strong language that you may use.
So I would beg of you to prepare yourselves for the struggle that looms
ahead and not to lose yourself in mutual conflict and barren strife.
Pt.   Jawaharlal   on   the   Split.
The following statement of Pandii Jawaharlal Nehru is an admirable
summing up of the situation in the Trade Union Congress and of the important
incidents that led to the split.:—
Unlike the National Congress,-the Traie Union Congress elects its Presi-
dent for a year at the conclusion of its annual session. The President, so elected,
presides at the next annual session. I was elected President last year at
Jharia, and my presidentship terminated at Nagpur, where Mr. Subhas Chandra
Bose was elected President for the next year. I was a new-comer to the Labour
movement, and it has been a great privilege for me to come in contact with its
leaders and its rank and file. Especially, 'do I value having met and worked
with real workers who are giadually coming to the front as Trade Unionism
develops. Although, as subsequent events have shown, the Indian Labour
movement is showing signs of cleavage, it was my honour and privilege to have
had the co-operation of both sections, and I am very grateful to all my colleagues
for it, -I am particularly grateful to Mr. N. M. Joshi and Mr. R. R. Bakhale,
General -Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the T, U, C., during the past year
for thek ttnilbfcm courtesy and co-operation*

